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GigE+ Deployment & Operational  

Updates 

 

Independents Fiber Network finished out a strong year 

of sales on the GigE Plus Network for itself and its inter-

connected providers. Independents, also, continued 

to increase its backlog going into 2015 with strong 

sales across all channels, especially in the healthcare, 

wireless carrier and government/education vertical 

markets. 

 

In order to fulfill the backlog and lay the foundation for 

continued growth, Independents was finalizing plans 

for expanding its network reach northeast to Ottawa 

County, northwest to Steuben, and northern Allen 

Counties in Indiana and south to Warren, Green and 

Clinton Counties. The expansion will involve Indefeasi-

ble Rights to Use certain fiber in other provider routes, 

new construction and an Nx10G Wave Service from 

Lebanon to Springfield. 

 

20
15 N

o
rth

e
a

st F
ib

e
r E

x
p

a
n

sio
n

 

20
15 N

o
rth

w
e

st F
ib

e
r E

x
p

a
n

sio
n

 
20

15 S
o

u
th

e
rn

 F
ib

e
r E

x
p

a
n

sio
n

 



Network News 

ifnetwork.biz     sales@ifnetwork.biz     800.634.4032 

Gigabit Network Announcements 

 
 US telecom regulators at the Federal Communica-

tions Commission (FCC) are expected to vote on 

new net neutrality rules as early as February 26, ac-

cording to a report by The Washington Post.  The 

FCC will consider a proposal from chairman Tom 

Wheeler on net neutrality rules. The FCC first an-

nounced plans to delay its vote on net neutrality 

last November. The agency is writing requirements 

for Internet providers to treat all content equally 

after an earlier set of rules were struck down in a 

legal challenge brought by Verizon. In November, 

US President Barack Obama called for the FCC to 

subject Internet service providers to the same rules 

as those imposed on telephone network operators 

80 years ago, with the aim of protecting net neu-

trality. 

 Comcast, Verizon and AT&T have claimed for 

years that if the Federal Communications Commis-

sion lumps broadband service providers into the 

same legal category as other public utilities, like 

telephone companies, the Internet as we know it 

will cease to exist. For more information, go to 

http://time.com/3652058/google-fiber-fcc-public-

utility/ 

 Google filed a letter on December 30, 2014, urging 

the Commission not to forbear from applying Sec-

tion 224 to broadband Internet access service pro-

viders should broadband become classified as a 

telecommunications service. Google said that if 

BIAS becomes a telecommunications service, then 

all BIAS providers, as telecommunications carriers, 

would have the statutory right of nondiscriminatory 

access to utility poles and other essential infrastruc-

ture. 

 

 

IFN Welcomes  

Glenn Olson 

Independents Fiber Net-

work would like to wel-

come Glenn Olson as 

our new Carrier Ethernet 

- National Account Exec-

utive. An experienced 

Telecom professional 

with sales experience in direct/indirect channels, 
Glenn has over 30 years’ experience as a carrier 

sales/business development executive. Most recent-

ly, he held the position of National Sales Executive 

with Communications Infrastructure Corporation 

where he was responsible for microwave engineer-

ing, microwave construction/site development ser-

vices, and network engineering/integration services. 

Glenn has also worked in international sales for such 

companies as Nortel Networks, AT&T, and British Tele-

com. He has a proven track record of increasing 

sales and leading organizations to peak revenue 

and profit performance.   

“I’m excited to work for IFN, and I look forward to 

growing the business and continuing the relationships 

I’ve built with some of the carrier providers. Most of 

the large and small carriers are focused on dark fiber 

right now, and backhaul continues to be an increas-

ing demand”, said Olson. 

Glenn holds a Bachelor’s Degree from George 

Washington University and an MBA from the Universi-

ty of Tampa. He currently resides in Johns Creek, 

Georgia with his wife, Cindy, and will be working 

from his home office. 

  

 

http://time.com/3652058/google-fiber-fcc-public-utility/
http://time.com/3652058/google-fiber-fcc-public-utility/
https://prodnet.www.neca.org/publicationsdocs/wwpdf/123114google.pdf
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We welcome your comments, questions or suggestions. 

Please send any feedback to: 

Kathy Reinsel 

Brand Manager 

kreinsel@cniteam.com 

Industry News 
 

NTCA Statement on President Obama’s Broadband Proposal 

 NTCA–The Rural Broadband Association issued 

a statement from Chief Executive Officer ,Shirley Bloom-

field, expressing support for expanded access to broad-

band but questioning whether encouraging local gov-

ernments to enter the communications business was the 

best way to achieve that goal. “There’s already a great 

broadband success story out there in rural America, but 

its sustainability is at risk. Members of NTCA are locally 

based proven solutions providers, with a decades-long, 

consumer-focused track record of building advanced 

networks and delivering high-quality services in commu-

nities across the country. Policymakers in search of an-

swers to communications problems should turn first to 

those who have shown they can get the job done time 

and again, rather than casting about for the next new 

thing, creating regulatory uncertainty and putting at risk 

significant investments already made in existing networks 

through the prospect of overbuilding.” 

In the coming days and weeks, NTCA will continue to 

push for federal regulators to build upon proven initiatives 

and to leverage existing efforts where possible through 

public-private partnerships with community-based 

broadband providers. For more information about these 

and other federal policy developments, read NTCA’s 

weekly Washington Report.  

FCC 477 Filing 

 Following an extended delay in the availability of the 

revised FCC 477 Filing interface, the site was re-opened 

and all broadband carriers should have submitted their 

completed form for data as of June 30, 2014. The next 

FCC 477 Filings for data as of December 31, 2014 will be 

due to the FCC and PUCO for +TRS support on March 1, 

2015. 

CPNI Compliance Certification 

 The annual CPNI Compliance Certifications will be due 

in March of 2015. 

FCC Interstate Special Access Circuit Requests for Infor-

mation  

 The FCC Request for Information related to Interstate 

Special Access Circuit was due December 15, 2014 for 

those filing streamlined certifications. The deadline for 

large businesses with more than 1500 employees is Janu-

ary 29. 2015, and  that for small businesses with fewer 

than 1500 employees is February 27, 2015. Independents 

Fiber Network falls under the February 27, 2015 deadline 

and will be filing as appropriate. 

FCC Rural Broadband Experiment Application and Awards 

 On December 5, 2014, the Wireline Competition Bureau 

released a list of 37 entities provisionally selected as win-

ning bidders for rural broadband support under the 

Connect America Fund. Of the 37 selected, two were 

from Michigan and one was from Ohio. 

 On December 18, 2014, Phase II of the rural broadband 

experiments asked all bidders that wished to remain un-

der consideration for funding to submit 3 years of audit-

ed financial statements, including balance sheets, net 

income, and cash flow, as well as a description of the 

technology and system design that would be used to 

deliver voice and broadband service meeting the requi-

site speeds to all locations in the funded census blocks. 

This information had to be filed with the Commission by 

January 6, 2015.  

 On December 23, 2014, the FCC released the names of 

the entities that defaulted for funding consideration due 

to missing the deadline for additional information, elect-

ed to be pulled from consideration, or filed petitions for 

waiver. As a result, $651,832 of support in category1 and 

$64,000 in category 2 is now available for next-in-line bid-

ders. The one Ohio and two Michigan companies are in 

this category. 
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